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Notice of Reason(s) of Rejection 

Application No. Patent Application 2002*276034 

Date of Drafting August 3, Heisei 19 (2007) 

Examiner Kenji Sano* 7722 4S00 

Patent Attorney for Applicant Mr. Eiji Tomomatsu* (and another person) 

*Note by the translator- The names of the Examiner and the patent attorney were 

expressed irx alphabet only as read phonetically from the Chinese Character of 

their names. 

Applied Article Paragraph 2, Article 29 " ~ 

The application should be rejected on the following reasons. When there is 
any opinion on this decision, the opinion should be submitted within 60 days after 
the date of mailing of this notice. 

Reason 

Presently claimed inventions of this application in the following claims 
cannot be patented under paragraph 2, Article 29 of the Patent Law as being 
invented easily by a person having ordinary knowledge in the art before this 
application was filed based on the inventions which are described in the following 
publications published in Japan or in foreign countries or is made available to the 
public through means of electrical communication before this invention was filed. 

Description 

(For cited references, refer to the listing of cited references) 

• Claim 1 

• Cited references 1-3 and 4 

• Remarks 
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Cited reference 1-3 describe loose-lay floor tiles which have on a back face a 
nonskid backing material made of PVObased material. Meanwhile, a tile shaped 
floor material of PVObased prepared by using vinyl chloride paste sol and adding 
plasticizer had been known to public before the present application was filed as 
described in cited reference 4. Therefore, a particular difficulty can not be 
recognized to adopt a floor material obtained by using a vinyl chloride paste sol and 
adding a plasticizer in the inventions described in cited references 1-3 which belong 
to the same technical field of floor tiles. 

• Claim 2 

• Cited references 1-3, 4 and 5-6 

• Remarks 

It had been known to public beforethe present application was filed to use 
agent for giving hydrophobicity or to adopt mechanical foaming in the technical field 
of floor tiles as described in paragraphs 0032 and 0034 of cited reference 5. 
Therefore, a particular difficulty can not be recognized to apply these technologies to 
the inventions constructed by cited references 1-3 and 4 which belong to the same 
technical field of floor tiles. 

Listing of cited references 

1. Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. JP 2001-29211 

2. Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. JP 2000*135736 

3. Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. JP 2000*108753 

4. Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. H06-339940 

5. Published Japanese Translation of PCT International Publication No.: 
2002-524296 

6. Published Japanese Translation . of PCT International Publication No.: 
H10-512819 
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Record of results of investigation of prior art references 
• Investigated field : IPC D06N, B60N, A47G, B32B 



• Prior art reference : None 

This record of results' of investigation of prior arts does not constitute the reason of 
rejection. 



Any one who wishes to inquire on this Notice of Reason(s) of Rejection or to 
request an interview can contact the following: 

Kenji Sano, No. 3 Department of Patent Examination, Plastics Engineering, Fibers 
and Lamination 

TEL. 03-3581-1101 Ext. 3472-3474 

FAX. 03-3501-0698 
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